
 

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission  

Second Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction 
of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 
Tallinn, Finland, 6-8 May 2015 

PRESSURE 2-2015 

 

 

 Page 1 of 3  
 

Title Status report on core indicator development in CORESET II 
Code 2-3 

Category INF 
Agenda Item 2- Other HELCOM work and cross-cutting issues 
Submission date 15.04.2015 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference  

 
 

Background information 
The completion of the CORESET II project (June 2015) will be a major milestone in the work on the HELCOM 

core indicators, with the aim to make the indicators operational and to develop core indicator reports that 

will form the basis for long-term environmental assessments in the HELCOM community. 

The adoption process of the indicators, scheduled for the next two months, focuses on the countries’ 

review of the proposed boundaries of good environmental status as well as singling out candidate / pre-

core indicators that could be shifted in category (see Annex 1). It involves a technical review by HELCOM 

State & Conservation 2-2015 (11-15 May) followed by a strategic review by HELCOM Gear 11-2015 (19-20 

May) and finally endorsement by HELCOM HOD (10-11 June).  

GEAR 9-2015 (4.9.) has noted that the Pressure 2-2015 is to be involved in the core indicator review 

process. This document provides direct links to the indicator reports made available for national review of 

specific relevance to WG Pressure as well as a link to the workspace where all draft reports are available.  

Specific technical comments and amendments to the indicators are to be communicated to the national 

State & Conservation contact. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- consider the two noise candidate core indicators when planning future HELCOM activities related 

to underwater noise (under Agenda Item 4.4), and 

- take note of progress made other relevant indicators.  
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Status report on core indicator development in CORESET II 
The project CORESET II (2013-2015) is in the final stages of making the indicator reports available for 

technical and strategic review. The technical review is mainly done through a national consultation process 

under HELCOM WG State and Conservation. For this purpose all core-, pre-core- and candidate indicator 

reports are made available through a workspace in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

 

Underwater noise indicators 
Two candidate indicators related to underwater noise have been developed in CORESET II. The indicators 

build on work done in the BIAS project that gathers concrete experience on monitoring in the Baltic Sea, as 

well as on concepts developed in the TSG Noise under the EU WG GES. 

The candidate indicators are under technical review with the aim to shift their category from candidate- to 

pre-core indicator.  

The indicator report on Continuous low frequency anthropogenic sound was made available in the 

workspace 13 April.  

The indicator report on Distribution in time and place of loud low and mid frequency 

anthropogenic impulsive sounds will be made available in the workspace 20 April.  

 

Marine litter indicators 
Marine litter indicators have been prepared based on experience from various pilot studies and first 

experiences of litter monitoring. 

The reports on Microlitter in the water column was made available in the workspace 1 April, and the 

report on Beach litter was made available on 13 April. 

The report on Litter on the seafloor will be made available 20 April. 

 

Other indicators 
Links to listings of all available indicator reports: 

- core indicators 

- pre-core indicators 

- candidate core indicators 

The pre-core indicator Cumulative impact on benthic biotopes was made available in the workspace 1 

April. The indicator concept is still under development and needs to be tested. One of the pressure-layers in 

this spatial indicator, is planned to be based on data reported by Contracting Parties in the format defined 

in the HELCOM Recommendation 36-2 adopted by HELCOM 36-2015.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Candidate%20core%20indicator%20reports/Continuous%20low%20frequency%20anthropogenic%20sound-HELCOM%20candidate%20indicator%20report.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Candidate%20core%20indicator%20reports/Microlitter%20in%20the%20watercolumn-HELCOM%20candidate%20core%20indicator%20report.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Candidate%20core%20indicator%20reports/Beach%20litter-HELCOM%20candidate%20core%20indicator%20report.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Core%20indicator%20reports/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Precore%20indicator%20reports/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Candidate%20core%20indicator%20reports/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Precore%20indicator%20reports/Cumulative%20impact%20on%20benthic%20biotopes-HELCOM%20pre-core%20indicator%20report.docx
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Annex 1. HELCOM indicator definitions 
Core indicator 

Core indicators are commonly agreed indicators among the HELCOM Contracting Parties. A core indicator measures 

the progress towards a BSAP objective and/or an MSFD criteria. A core indicator describes a scientifically sound 

phenomenon and is based on measurements, observations or validated models. Core indicators are Baltic wide 

whenever ecologically relevant, and the area of applicability is expressed through HELCOM assessment units. 

Core indicators are either state- or pressure indicators. Pressure core indicators measure an anthropogenic pressure 

directly, and measure the progress towards an environmental target. State core indicators measure the progress 

towards a GES-boundary. The environmental target and/or the GES-boundary are described in detail in an operational 

core indicator, as well as the assessment methods and rationale. State core indicators are indirectly linked to 

anthropogenic pressures, and the link is described either qualitatively or quantitatively as appropriate. 

Operational core indicators are to be regularly updated by CP's through agreed long-term data handling arrangements 

and the updated result is published on the HELCOM web-page. The aim is that the parameters required for the core 

indicators are monitored by all Contracting Parties when ecologically relevant, through HELCOM coordinated 

monitoring that will be described through the HELCOM Monitoring Manual. 

Pre-core indicator 

Pre-core indicators have been identified as necessary by the HELCOM Contracting Parties for BSAP and MSFD 

purposes. The indicator has not been adopted as a core indicator e.g. because some aspects of the indicator may be 

under-developed and/or agreement on the indicator among the CP's may be intermediate.  Contracting Parties should 

aim to monitor the parameters relevant for the pre-core indicator, with the understanding that the pre-core indicators 

can be based on compilations of data from sources other than coordinated HELCOM monitoring data. 

Candidate indicator 

Candidate indicators include indicators on which there is not yet a common understanding on the concept but a need 

for the indicator has been identified to cover gaps in the requirements of the BSAP or the MSFD. The stage of 

development of the content of the indicator is completely or severely lacking and/or there is no common agreement 

on the indicator among the CP’s. The candidate indicator list is a living document.  

 


